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PARKS & RECREATION






Softball League Rules

Note: All games are played by USSSA Rules with exceptions listed below.
Team Rosters:
1. Teams will be required to submit Team Rosters prior to the conclusion of the FINAL GAME OF THE NIGHT OF WEEK THREE INCLUDING FINAL ADDITIONS. ROSTERS ARE CLOSED BEYOND WEEK THREE.  NO CHANGES
2. During the Playoffs Team Rosters will be made Available in the event of a Protest.
3. The team filing a Protest must pay a $20 protest fee to the head umpire on their field. The fee is refundable if the protest is won. If the protest is lost, fee is retained by the head umpire. 

4. If an Illegal Player Protest is Filed; Protested Player Must Present a State Approved Photo I.D.
5. Players are not allowed to be on Multiple Team Rosters.
 

League Play:
1) All Leagues
a. Must use furnished softballs: 12”, .52 COR, with 300 pounds maximum compression rate.  
b. Approved USSSA & ASA bats may be used. All bats are subject to inspection by League Director and/or Head Umpire. No senior bats allowed
c. Bats will be inspected by umpires prior to each game. Only bats made available for this inspection may be used in the game. Once the game has begun, bats may not come from inside the dugout. All bats must stay on the playing field in plain sight of the umpire. Players found using a bat that was not made available at pre-game inspection will be ejected from the game.

d. Bats may not be altered in any way!
e.  If a player is hit by a batted ball because he/she could not react, the bat will automatically be removed from the game. The Head Umpire may take the bat for testing. Refusal to relinquish will result in a 2-year ban from USSSA and LJPARD leagues.

f. Teams may start with as few as eight (8) players, but ghost outs must bat at top of the order.

g. Now using the National Courtesy Runner Rule. Anyone can run, but if on base, when time to bat, it is an out. 
h. HR Limits: Men’s D = 4, Men’s E = 2, Mixed = 4/4. Coed = 2/2. Extra HRs are outs only. 

i. Home team is determined by coin toss.

j. Run Rule: 15 runs after three innings, 12 runs after four innings, or 10 runs after five innings. Flip-flop rule will be used after the second inning.

k.  Games= 50 minutes or 7 innings. Over time: use ITB, one pitch format.

l. Wrong ball policy: If a team throws an unapproved ball, the pitcher must show the umpire and the batter will be out. If the pitcher pitches the ball to the batter and the batter hits it, the result of the play stands.

m. Stealing bases is not allowed.

n. Blood Rule: Any participant, including players and/or umpires, who is bleeding or who has an open wound shall be prohibited from participating further in the game until the bleeding is stopped and the wound is covered.

o. Travesty Rule: Unsportsmanlike conduct will not be tolerated. 

p. Music may be played at a reasonable level. Profane music not allowed. 
2) “E” Division
a. Halo Rule: The pitcher will have a two foot “halo” around him. Anything hit up the middle, on the ground or in the air within arms’ reach of the pitcher in the halo will be an automatic out.
b. Each team is allowed two (2) over the fence homeruns during the game. All others will be OUTS.

c. Run Spot: Upper division teams will spot lower division teams 3 runs at the beginning of the game. Both teams will play by upper division team’s home run rule. If an “E” division team picks up 2 or more competitive player/s, the 3 run spot will be forfeit and the game will be played by “D” division rules. 
3) “D” Division
a. Home Run Limit= 4. All others will be OUTS
b. Run Spot: Upper division teams will spot lower division teams 3 runs at the beginning of the game. Both teams will play by upper division team’s home run rule. If an “E” division team picks up 2 or more competitive player/s, the 3 run spot will be forfeit and the game will be played by “D” division rules. 
4) Co-ed Division
a. Five male and five female players must be in the lineup at all times. Any five males and any five females must play defense. Exception: A minimum of 9 players can start a came. However, there must always be five female players in the lineup. And out shall be declared for the 10th position of the lineup at any time before the end of the game. That added player must be male. At no point are more males than females allowed in the lineup. 
b. Co-Ed Teams will consist of (5) Males/ (5) Females or  (6) Males / (6) Females  batting in alternating positions. Four (4) Females Four (4) Males are required to start the game. An out  will be taken for the missing Male or Female  player. Team playing short-handed must have at least one of the opposite sex in the out-field. Female catcher is not counted as an infielder.
c. Game times will be Fifty (50) minutes with a one (1) & one (1) count and a courtesy foul. During League play Games can End in a Tie. During the Play-offs a winner must be Determined where as International Tie-Breaker Rule will be Applied.
d. Each Team will be allowed Four (4) Home-Runs; Two (2) Male; Two (2) Female. Over The Limit is an Out.
e. Team are allowed one (1) Courtesy Runner per Gender per Inning.
f. ASA rules govern Coed leagues. 

g. All players us 12” ball

h. Ghost outs at bottom of lineup per ASA rules
League Classification:

1) League Officials reserve the right to place teams according to each league circumstances.
a. Recreational teams will be classified at the discretion of the League Director.
b. Competitive teams currently registered with USSSA will be classified according to USSSA classification.
Alcohol:

1) Absolutely NO ALCOHOL will be allowed in the dugouts.

a. If a player is found drinking alcohol inside the dugout that player will be ejected from that game. Further consequences will be at the discretion of the umpires and/or league director. 
2)   NO GLASS CONTAINERS! Anyone found with glass containers at the MacLean Park facility will be 
subject to a $500 fine!
Picking Up Players
1) Pickup players will NOT be allowed during end-of -season tournaments. NO EXCEPTIONS
2) No more than three (3) pick up players will be allowed per team, per night. Players may play up but not down (D may not pick up with E team).

3) Any addition of new permanent players (not pick up players) must be made prior to game time. The player must submit an ADD PLAYER FORM to the Recreation Center before 3pm on game day. NO PLAYERS MAY BE ADDED FOLLOWING THE REGULAR SEASON.

a. If the added player is a former member of another team, the player must submit a RELEASE FORM to The Recreation Center-Lake Jackson along with the ADD PLAYER form. Copies of these forms may be requested at the Recreation Center.

b. Current copies of each team roster will be available at the field during games.  In the event of a roster appeal, umpires will resort to the roster on file.  Teams found to play with individuals not currently on the roster may be subject to forfeiture.  
Conduct:

1) Any player(s), manager(s), or person(s) associated with a team in any way who verbally or physically assaults or threatens an official of the game, recreation department representative, complex official, or any other person will be ejected from the game with one (1) minute to leave the field and five (5) minutes to leave the complex.

a. Additional penalties may be applied following disruptive behavior.  Lake Jackson Parks & Recreation Department personnel, umpires and/or other appropriate individuals will meet following the incident to determine if further action may be deemed necessary.  
2) Any player(s), manager(s) or person associated with a team who shows dissent to an umpire or the league director during the game will be penalized one (1) out per occurrence.
3) Managers; Coaches; Players and Spectators WILL NOT EXHIBIT Unsportsmanlike conduct toward the UMPIRES & OTHER PLAYERS.

4) Amplified Music Boxes WILL NOT be allowed to be play any Music containing Vulgar Language nor so Loud that the Umpire can’t be heard. Remember that people bring their kids to these games. Keep music in check. 
a. 1st offence- warning

b. 2nd offence- Vulgar Language from the dug-out - On-deck batter called out

c. 2nd offence- Vulgar Language from defence – Start next inning with an out
d. Failure to adhere to the officials requests or demands regarding language will result in ejection from the game. 

e. Cursing an official directly or indirectly will result in ejection from the game.

f. Repeated ejections will be grounds for banning players from league play as determined by Head Umpire and League Director. 
5) Any Bat on the Ban Bat List and SENIOR Bats will not be used. Use of any of these Bats will constitute Batter be called out.

6)  There is No Co-Ed Line but it is SUGGESTED that the OUTFIELD be Placed Eight (8) Cyclone Fence Post From the End of the Dugout when there is a Female Batter.

7) Complaints by Players that they are (RANDOMLY) Drug Tested on their Jobs and the use of Illegal Drugs (SMOKED by other PLAYERS) in close proximity to their Bodies there-by settling in their hair (CREATING a FALSE POSITIVE Test.
8)  ZERO TOLERANCE WILL BE STRICTLY ENFORCED. Any player caught with illegal drugs will be banned from the league. 
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