
 Understanding the Difference Between the American and National Divisions in LYBSA 

 When deciding which division is the best fit for your team in the Leander Youth Baseball & 
 Softball Association (LYBSA), it’s essential to consider the skill levels and developmental 
 readiness of your players. Here’s an overview to help guide your decision-making: 

 American Division 

 The American Division is designed to be more recreational and developmental, focusing on 
 players who are still refining their fundamental skills. This division is ideal for teams where 
 players may: 

 ●  Be working on consistently catching and fielding the ball, particularly in 8U and 10U. 
 ●  Struggle with drop third strike rules in 10U and need more time to grasp advanced 

 defensive plays. 
 ●  Not yet be consistently making contact with the ball during batting. 

 This division prioritizes growth, fun, and confidence-building for players who are still mastering 
 the basics of the game. If your team is moving up in age divisions and wasn’t dominant in their 
 previous division, the American Division is highly encouraged as the most appropriate choice. 

 National Division 

 The National Division is geared towards more competitive play, with an expectation that players 
 have a higher level of skill and game awareness. This division is suitable for teams where 
 players: 

 ●  Consistently catch and field the ball with confidence. 
 ●  Understand and execute advanced rules, like drop third strike situations, effectively. 
 ●  Make regular contact with the ball at the plate, with solid offensive contributions from the 

 lineup. 

 If your team excelled in their previous division, showing dominance over other teams, the 
 National Division provides the challenge and competition needed to further develop their skills. 

 Guidance for Coaches 

 As you evaluate your team’s readiness, consider their overall performance in the previous 
 season and the skill levels of individual players. Moving up to a new age division can present 
 challenges, and starting in the American Division can give players time to adapt to the increased 
 competition without being overwhelmed. However, if your team has demonstrated consistent 
 dominance and advanced skills, the National Division may be the right fit to keep them engaged 
 and competitive. 

 By selecting the appropriate division, you’ll set your team up for a successful and enjoyable 
 season! 


