Folsom Youth Basketball Association
Referee Clinic

A. Officials are expected to:
· Be in full uniform and ready to officiate at least 15 minutes prior to game time.
· Meet with their partner before the game.
· Introduce themselves to both coaches prior to the game.
· Ensure that each team provides a scorekeeper (to be seated at or near the scorer’s table) prior to shooting pre-game free throws.
· Work hard (hustle) throughout the game.
· Treat everyone with dignity and professionalism.
B. Teams sit on the appropriate bench (home team next to “home” side of scoreboard).
C. Teams warm up at the basket to the far end of their team bench. That is also their basket to start the game.
D. Each player shoots a free throw and the official reports the number of shots made by their team to the scorekeeper. During pre-game free throws, each official shall ensure that uniform requirements (no jewelry, full uniform, shirts tucked in, etc.) are met.
E. Each team must have five players in order to start the game. A team with less players than that after the game begins may continue as long at that team has a chance to win.
F. Coaches are not allowed on the floor unless approved by an official.
G. If there is an injury and play has been stopped, an official may choose to allow a coach to enter the floor to check on the player. However, the game clock continues to run unless a timeout is granted.
H. The referee checks with the home team for an acceptable ball. If there is not an acceptable ball, the referee may choose one from the visiting team.
I. The referee takes the ball and faces the scorer’s table/bench area. The referee shall ensure that those participating in the jump ball are facing their basket. The whistle should not be in the referee’s mouth. After checking with the umpire and ensuring that there are no players on or inside the jump circle, the referee throws the ball so that each team has a fair opportunity to tap the ball.
J. After checking to ensure that the timer is ready for play, the umpire stands in front of the scorer’s table, facing the court, with their hand in the air and whistle in their mouth. This signals the referee that play is ready to begin.
· Once the ball is legally tapped, the umpire immediately drops his/her hand.
· If the center toss is not a good one, the umpire blows their whistle and orders a new toss.
· The umpire typically then becomes the “lead” and moves to the baseline nearest the basket of the team that gains possession.
K. The referee typically then becomes the “trail” and stays in the midcourt area.
L. Both officials keep track of alternating possession.
M. Officials cover the court in a diagonal manner. Each official is responsible for observing a sideline and a baseline/midcourt line.
N. Officials may switch sides if play dictates that this would allow better coverage.
O. In the front court, the lead official should be out of bounds, below the baseline. The trail official should be at or near the top-of-the-key extended.
P. Officials should never stand still. Keep your feet moving.
Q. If a shot is taken, the trail official watches the ball while the lead official watches the players on the floor. The lead official does not look up at the basket.
R. If both officials blow their whistle at the same time, the official who has the play coming toward them, should make the call. However, if the other official believes he/she knows what the other official is going to call but he/she believes that the other official did not see something that occurred previously, that official should step in and make the call.
S. Whistles should be blown loudly. Let the whistle fall from the mouth and then make the call loudly and use hand signals.
T. Officials should switch ends of the court after each foul is called and after the first and third quarters. To begin the second half, officials should stay on the end of the floor where they finished the first half.
U. The referee hands in the ball to the team (based on alternating possession) at midcourt on the sideline away from the scorer’s table. The umpire becomes the lead official.
V. The ball shall never be handed to a player out of bounds under the basket (within the lane lines) or in an area where there is not enough room to comfortably make the throw in.
W. If a jump ball is called, the alternating possession process is used to determine who gets the ball next. The ball is awarded at the out of bounds spot nearest where the ball was when the held ball occurred.
X. Timeouts:
· Following a whistle, either team may call timeout.
· While the ball is in play, timeouts may only be called by the team in possession of the ball.
· Immediately after a basket and before an offensive player is ready to throw an inbounds pass, the defensive team may call timeout.
· Both teams shall be ready to play no later than 60 seconds after the timeout is called (officials keep track of this). Officials should ensure that players get back onto the floor before this time expires.
· Play is resumed at the out of bounds spot nearest where the ball was when timeout was called.
Y. If an official accidentally blows an inadvertent whistle, play is resumed at the out of bounds spot nearest where the ball was when the whistle was blown. If there was no team possession, the alternating possession process is used.
Z. Ejections or other problems:
· For any ejections or serious incidents, immediately call the appropriate coordinator and, within 24 hours, follow up with an email documenting the incident.
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