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Policy Reminders: In addition to the West Allis-West Milwaukee Recreation & Community Services General Adult Sports Policies & Procedures, below are specific Adult Softball Rules to be followed.   		

Adult Softball Rules and Regulations apply to all divisions of play unless otherwise noted.  Current rules established by the WAWM RCS Department will apply in conjunction with the ASA rule book, which will serve as the basis for final determination of rules and/or protests which cannot be clearly defined in the WAWM RCS Department modifications.

Please read these rules and regulations carefully and share them with your players.  Ignorance of the rules will not excuse you. Take this copy of the Rules and Regulations with you to all games.

Alcoholic Beverages & Tobacco Products
In accordance with WAWM School Board Policy 9160, no alcoholic beverages or controlled substances be possessed, consumed or distributed on District premises.  Smoking is not allowed.  This includes fields, parks, gyms, buildings, parking lots on school district property.  Failure to comply can result in dismissal from the league without a refund.

Team Roster
· No less than 10 or more than 20 players on a team roster.  
· A player may register and play on only one team per night, teams cannot share players. Teams found to be in violation of this rule will forfeit games in which the player in question participated.
· Players must be 18 years of age or over and out of high school to participate in the league 

Forfeits
A team forfeiting a game for any of the reasons listed below must pay the forfeit fee by their next game or face possible exclusion from the league.  A team with an unpaid forfeit fee at the end of the season will lose its renewal privileges for the following season unless the forfeit fee is paid before the renewal deadline.
· Failure to have eight (8) players at the beginning of the game. 
· Leaving the field in defiance of an official's decision
· Playing an ineligible player
· Game forfeited by official due to conduct of player(s)
· Failure to leave the field/property in a timely manner as directed by an official/WAWM RCS Department 








Borrowing Rule
 Upon agreement by the managers prior to the start of the game, a team may borrow a player(s) as necessary to avoid a forfeit.  Borrowing is allowed if a team will not meet the minimum of 8 players to begin the game.  A team may borrow enough players to field a team of 9 players.  No team borrowing players may have a team of 10 players.  If more players from the borrowing team arrive later, the borrowed players must exit the game. The final score will count for league standings.

Grace Period
Each team must have the minimum of eight (8) players to begin the game.  A five minute grace    period will be given if a team with less than 8 players knows additional players are arriving shortly.  No game may begin earlier than the scheduled time unless both managers mutually agree to do so.  No team can be credited with a forfeited game unless they don’t meet the minimum requirements as spelled out in this rule.  If both teams have an insufficient number of players, the game shall be declared a double forfeit.
*Eligible players are those players who are in the general field area and ready to play.  Those players still in the parking lot or in their cars are not considered eligible.

Uniforms
· Uniforms are optional.  

Sign In Sheet
All players present at the start of the game should sign the sign-in sheet.  Only those individuals who are officially registered are eligible to play.  Substitutes that arrive late may sign the sheet upon arrival.  Nobody is allowed to sign in after the game is completed.  Managers are responsible for this procedure and for seeing that only eligible players sign the sign-in sheet.  NO ONE MAY SIGN IN FOR ANOTHER PLAYER!

Game Ball
The WAWM RCS Department will provide a game ball and a playable ball for games.  Teams will need to bring their own softballs for warm ups.

Inclement Weather
· Cancellation Information and Rescheduled Games
· If you think your game may be canceled due to inclement weather, players/team managers may contact our Department’s weather cancellation line at 414-604-4900, press #2 after 4pm on the day of the scheduled game.  If the weather line does not mention any cancellations, then you should assume that the scheduled game is on.
· If poor weather conditions develop after 4pm and the WAWM RCS Department has not updated the weather line regarding cancellations for that date, teams should report to the game site if in doubt.
· When questionable weather conditions arise after 4pm, the game official/Program Supervisor will make the decision if conditions are playable or not. 


· It is the Team Manager’s responsibility to remain at the game site with his/her team until the Department has officially canceled the game.  Should a team leave the premises prior to an official decision, a forfeit may be assessed.
· All canceled games will be rescheduled for play at the end of the regular season.  If the season becomes too long due to the amount of reschedules, an alternate day of the week may be utilized to complete the season in a timely timeframe.
· Be advised that rescheduled game information will be shared with Team Managers and posted online at wawmrec.com - Adult Sports Leagues.

Length of Game
· Official seven (7) inning games, but with a time limit.
· No new inning will start after fifty (55) minutes from the SCHEDULED starting time of the game.
· Tie games will continue until a winner is determined.  Any extra innings will start with a runner on 2nd base.  The player who made the last out from the inning prior will start on 2nd base. 
· Umpire will keep the official score, and use his/her watch for the official timing of the game.
· Run Rule: 12 runs after 5 innings or 4 ½ if the home team is winning. 
· Rain Shortened Games:  Games will be official after 4 innings or 3 ½ innings if the home team is winning when the game is called. 

Playing Rules
The WAWM RCS Department’s Adult Softball League follows the current edition of the Amateur Softball Association (ASA), except for the following adaptations by the WAWM RCS Department.
· Official Line Up: A team shall consist of ten (10) players.  A team will not be permitted to start or continue a game with less than eight (8) players.
· Balls & Strikes:  Men:  Two (2) called strikes or one (1) swinging strike shall be an out; three (3) called balls constitute a walk. A strike mat will be used for all leagues. Any ball that lands on any part of home plate or mat will be considered a strike. 
· Foul Balls:  Any foul ball is an out for Men.  A foul ball that is caught shall be played as in regular official softball - batter is out and base runners may advance at their own risk.
· Bench Rule:  Only officially registered managers, coaches and players may be in the team's bench area or on the field of play.  Violations will result in a forfeit. 
· Coaches/Managers must be registered on the team roster.
· Extra Hitter: Teams are allowed one (1) extra hitter in the line up for a maximum of 11 in the batting order. That player can sub defensively for any positional player at any time.    
· Pitching Arc:  6 ft minimum and 12 ft maximum.  The pitcher's foot must also remain in contact with the pitching plate through the release of the ball. 
· Courtesy Runners:  Teams will be allowed 1 courtesy runner per inning. The courtesy runner will be the last out from the current inning or the last out from the previous inning.  In cases of injury, a courtesy runner will be allowed (the last out made). If the last out is already on base, then the last out from the previous inning will become the courtesy runner. Anyone with limitations that would require a courtesy runner shall make it known to the umpire and opposing manager prior to the game.
· Home Run Limit:  Teams are only permitted to hit 5 home runs per game.  Any home run hit after 5, will be considered an out.  Inside the park home runs do not count towards the home run limit.      

Bats
We will utilize the banned bat list developed by USA Softball in its entirety. The USA Softball list incorporates both an approved bat list and a non-approved bat list that will dictate what will be allowed for play. You may access this list by visiting their website at www.teamusa.org/USA-Softball and checking their certified equipment page. Umpires will have this information. 

Umpires
The WAWM RCS Department will assign one (1) umpire to each league game.  The umpire shall be the official scorer and timekeeper for each game. 

Protests
All protests must be in writing and emailed to the Program Manager within 24 hrs. Protests pertaining to an official’s judgment call will not be considered. 

League Schedules, Standings and Awards
· The WAWM RCS Department has the sole responsibility of scheduling all league games based on location availability.
· Each player will have access to the league schedule via the WAWM RCS Department’s website.  Team Managers will receive an email with the initial scheduled as well as schedule changes that may be shared with their teams.
· Games postponed due to weather, facility conflict, etc. will be rescheduled by the Adult Sports Program Manager.
· League standings will be determined by the following criteria:
· Total number of games won and lost
· Head to head competition
· Least amount of points allowed 
· Coin toss by the Program Manager

League Champions
A league champion will be determined by the overall record, unless an end of season tournament is scheduled.
· Champions will have a choice of championship plaque, championship t-shirts or $50 discount towards registration for the future season.
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