2025 Pony League Rules

Pony Rules are listed below and the High School Rule Book shall be followed when conditions permit.  Exceptions to the rules are list in the rules stated below.  The rules proceed as follows:   A. Rules and Regulations   B. High School Rule Book (NFHS) 

If any rule needs to be discussed or explained in greater detail please contact the Umpire Director at 

General Rules

1)   A regulation game consists of 7 innings, 6 1/2 if the home team is ahead or mercy. In addition, no new inning can start after 2hr time limit. 1 hour 45 min. if your game starts at 5PM or 7PM and there is a game prior or after your game.  Once an inning has started then it’s completed as long as weather and darkness allows.  One exception to this rule are playoff games in the event of a tie, where the game is played until there is a winner.  Time limit rules are at the Umpires discretion.   A playoff game maybe continued in the event of weather or darkness.
2)   All players on the team are in the batting line-up, whether they are playing in the field or not. 
3)   Mercy Rule: If a team leads by fifteen (15) runs or more at the end of the fourth inning, ten (10) runs after the 5th inning, that team shall be declared the winner and the game is complete.
If the inning is not completed due to darkness then the score will revert back to the score of the last full(completed) inning.
4)   There is no mercy rule limiting how many runs may be scored in an inning. 
5)   When extra field work is needed due to bad weather, etc., both managers will work to prepare the field. The second team listed on the schedule is the home team.
6)   No metal cleats. Only plastic cleats may be worn. If a player on the field is found to be wearing metal cleats at any time, play will stop and will not continue until they have been replaced with plastic cleats or some other shoes. If the player has no other shoes to wear, he will not be allowed to continue playing in the game. It is possible to forfeit a game under this rule. 
7)    Drop third strike is in effect. A batter is out if they don't make an effort towards first base (i.e. leaves batter box for dugout).
8)    Infield fly rule is in effect.
9)    ONLY ALLOWS WOOD, USABASEBALL OR BBCOR CERTIFIED BATS
Legal Bat Size (wooden bats may be used in all divisions). 
A. Diameter 2 5/8” or less 
B. Length - 36" or less 
C. Maximum -5 weight
               D. Only bats meeting the USABaseball or BBCOR certification standards are allowed.   The exception of the following BBCOR bats Axe Avenge and Marucci CAT5 33inch model these bats ARE NOT ALLOWED.  The brand, length, weight, and measurement must be visible for the bat to be used.   All USABaseball bats must bear the new licensing mark and all BBCOR bats must have the BBCOR certification mark, no stickers will be accepted.  *Any batter who bats with an illegal bat with be called out.  It is possible to forfeit a game under this rule.   USSSA bats are NOT allowed to be used in any division 

Pitching Rules 

10)    Pitchers will be charged for an inning as listed:  A.  Throws one pitch to a batter = 1 full inning.   B. After 1, 2 or 3 outs = 1 full inning.   Only 6 warmup pitches per pitcher per half inning with a maximum of 2 minutes between innings.         
11)    Pitchers are limited to no more than four (4) innings per game / ten (10) innings per week of games (the week is Mon-Sun). 
Failure to follow this rule will result in the offending game becoming a forfeit.  Report any pitching rule violations to the leagues Umpire Director. The week limitation doesn't apply for playoffs.      
12)    BALK RULE in effect. Each team given one warning per game the warning only applies for the first two weeks of the season.   After that, no warning will be given.  If the balk is egregious, no warning will be given.
13)   Only the starting pitcher may return to the pitching position once they have been removed from that position, only if they continued to play a defensive position. 


Batting/Base-running Rules

14)    Slide Rule: Base runner does have to slide OR give himself up to avoid malicious contact.  They will be called out if a deliberate attempt to bowl over defensive player is made.  The intent is to avoid injury.  Must be a legal slide, runner will be called out if the slide is ruled illegal and further acts may result in warning and/or ejected from the game.  The runner will not be held responsible for sliding if the defensive player moves up the base path and makes contact with the runner.
15)   Courtesy runners are allowed for pitchers, catchers after they reach base (if there is at least 1 out), or an injured player. No replacing players after inning has started, except for injury.  The courtesy runner is always last batted out.  The same courtesy runner may not be used twice in one inning. 
16)   If a coach/umpire removes a player for injury, this player in the batting order will not be considered an out during the field of play.  
17)   No throwing of the bat. If the batter throws the bat they will be called out.

Organizational General Rules

18)  Games shall start as scheduled. Time limits will start from actual time of started game called by the umpire.  If a team is not ready to start when called by the umpire then they may receive 1 out.  Forfeit time is fifteen (15) minutes past game time.
19)  Games may be called in the event of darkness.
20)  Make-up games should be played within one week. This is due in part to pitcher eligibility. No team can play 4 games in one week during the regular season unless approved by umpire director for make-up games.
21)  A playing team shall consist of no less the seven (7) players unless approved by umpire director. 
22)  Teams may have a batboy. Batboys must not enter the field of play during a play and must be at least 8 years old and must wear a helmet.
23)  Players must wear uniforms and hats provide by the program.  Jackets and sunglasses may be worn except by the pitcher.  Pitchers cannot wear white long sleeve undershirts or any jewelry.  Pitchers may only wear prescription sunglasses with approval and/or written documentation.
24)  Players must wear helmets while running the bases. Any runner, who, in the umpire's judgment, intentionally removes his helmet while the ball is in play, shall be called out and may be given a warning.
25)  Players must wear a helmet when in the "on deck" circle.
26)  Catchers must wear protective headgear, mask, body and leg gear, and male catchers must wear a cup. 
27)  Any defective equipment such as a cracked helmet or bat must be removed from the game. 
28)  The intentional throwing of helmets, bats, or other equipment will not be tolerated. Any playing violating this rule may be given a warning or it could result in an ejection.  
29)  Managers and coaches cannot umpire in any game in which their team is involved.  
30)  Umpires may call games because of bad weather, lightning, or other bad conditions, either prior to start of or during the game. The leagues Umpire Director has the final say in calling off games.  All weather delays will be 15 minutes from sight of lighting, heavy rain or severe weather conditions.  Games that are cancelled during a game will resume at the point where they were stopped for the weather.  Any player that was missing from the original game may play in the make-up game and must bat at the bottom of the order.
31)   The umpire may eject a parent or coach in the event of excessive and/or continuous verbal abusiveness.  Or may give warning to the manager of the offending team that the game may be forfeited if the abuse does not cease.  If the abuse continues, the game will be forfeited to the opposing team by a score of 6-0. The umpire must then submit a written report to the Umpire Director within 48 hours. The report must then be forwarded to the Disciplinary Committee. 
32)   No 7alcoholic beverage or smoking will be permitted near or on the playing field. After warning, the umpire may temporarily suspend play, or call or forfeit the game, depending on his judgment and assessment of the situation. A written report must be submitted to the Umpire Director within 48 hours if the game is called or forfeited. The report must then be forwarded to the League President. 
33)   If anyone, player, manager, or coach, is ejected from the game, the umpire must report the circumstances to the Umpire Director.  The Umpire Director will keep a record of the person, date, and the cause of the ejection, and can eject the offender from the next game. No player may be ejected from the game without first a warning, except in the event of physical or verbal abuse.
34)  No noisemakers allowed on field or bleachers (whistles, air horns, megaphone, etc.). 
36)  No hit training devices may be used on or around the field of play during games. This includes any team that arrives early for the second game (they may only use hit training devices after the first game has ended). 
37)  Head Coaches may only question actual rules and their enforcement. Coaches may not question or argue any judgment calls. Any coach arguing any call or questioning judgment calls may be given a warning or ejected from the game. Arguing calls in any raised voice or body language is strictly prohibited (coaches may only ask why an umpire made a ruling or show a rule that the umpire(s) call was incorrect.
38)  Catchers may not block the plate or base path without first getting possession of the baseball.
39)  Any participant (player or coach) who appears to have suffered a head injury or concussion shall immediately be removed from the game. The participant may not return to that game and may only return to future games after being cleared by a licensed health care professional. The player will not be called out on any future at-bats in that game. Failure to comply with this rule will result in disciplinary actions.
40)  Home team is official score keeper 
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